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ENGLAND. 

Report on the existence of a disease affecting rats and dogs in England. 

London, England, March 6, 1900. 

Sie: In obedience to your letter (E. M. W.) of February 10, inclos- 
ing a copy of an extract from the New York Herald and directing me 
to make inquiry as to the existence of any special disease among the 
dogs or rats in London or any other part of Great Britain, I have the 
honor to state that I have investigated the matter as far as the city of 
London is concerned, and letters received from Liverpool, Southamp- 
ton, and Glasgow seem to indicate that no further inquiry in this direc- 
tion is necessary. 

As the most expeditious method of arriving at some conclusion in 
regard to the truth or falsity of the report appeared to be to discover 
the author of the article in the Herald, and asceitain from him the 
foundation on which his statements were based, I called on the repre- 
sentative of the New York Herald and learned that the extract pub- 
lished in his paper (Exhibit A) was based on an article which appeared 
in the Medical Press and Circular, of this city, a copy of which I inclose 
(Exhibit B). 

The editor of the Medical Press and Circular was unable to give me 
any information concerning the article in his journal except that it was 
an editorial and was based on a publication in the daily press to which, 
however, he was unable to refer me. 

I next endeavored to ascertain whether or not there was an increased 
mortality among the rats and dogs of this city and detailed Acting 
Asst. Surg. P. N. Barnsby to visit the docks and wharves, paying 
especial attention to those at which vessels from India and other plague 
centers are accustomed to land. He devoted three days to this work 
and made numerous inquiries among ship captains, wharf laborers, and 
watchmen, but was only able to discover that a large number of dead 
rats had been noticed around the Royal Albert and London Docks, three 
or or four months ago, and which was attributed to poison put out for 
them at that time. No unusual number are dying now. 

Several officials of the street cleaning department informed me that 
there had been no increase in the number of dead animals removed by 
them, and the superintendent of the Home for Lost and Starving Dogs, 
in which institution 500 dogs, on an average, are cared for, stated that 
there had been no unusual mortality or special disease among his 
charges. From Professor MacFadyean, of the Boyal Veterinary Col- 
lege and Hospital, however, I obtained information of the existence of 
a disease which probably gave rise to the articles which have been 
written for newspaper publication. This gentleman informed me that 
in the spring of 1898 a disease hitherto unknown appeared among the 
dogs of England and rapidly spread to many of the larger cities. It 
was sudden in its onset, characterized by severe vomiting and frequent 
bloody passages from the bowels, and in fatal cases death occurred 
usually on the fourth or sixth day, the mortality ranging in different 
towns from 50 per cent to 80 per cent. The cases first discovered were 
supposed to be due to poisoning, but the appearance of the disease in 
other cities and the large number afflicted soon suggested some other 
cause. In August, 1898, it was first noticed in Germany, and, for lack 
of abetter name, was called the "Stiittgarten Dog Epizootic," from the 
town in which it was first observed, its appearance then immediately 
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following a dog show, at which dogs from many countries were on 
exhibition. 

Pathologically the disease is a gastro enteritis with ulceration of the 
mucous membrane of the gums and tongue. There is no glandular 
enlargement and bacteriological examinations have been negative. It 
is infectious, though its method of transmission is unknown, artificial 
inoculations having been successful only in rare instances. 

The disease, which has now almost disappeared from England, never 
became epidemic in London. Professor MacFadyean states that only a 
few cases came under his observation, and Dr. Bait, of "Brown's Sani- 
tary Institution for Animals," informed me that among 1,700 dogs 
treated last year there were only 2 cases whose symptoms resembled the 
disease in quf stion, but not closely enough to warrant a positive diag- 
nosis. The origin of the epidemic is unknown. I inclose letters from 
the officers of the Service stationed at Glasgow, Liverpool, and South- 
ampton, all bearing on this subject. 

As none of these officers have been able to discover anything sug- 
gesting the presence of a disease of a suspicious nature among the dogs 
or rats of the towns in which they are stationed, and as my own inves- 
tigations have unearthed nothing except, perhaps, the ground on which 
the sensational newspaper articles were based, I respectfully request to 
be informed if it is the desire of the Bureau that I continue the investi- 
gation further and visit personally other cities of Great Britain, as 
letter of February 10 might seem to warrant. 

Bespectfuliy, G. M. Magruder, 

Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Exhibit A— From New York Herald, February 8, 1900.] 

A story which at first sight is alarming has been printed in the medical press, Lon- 
don, Wednesday, that the plague is in England in an unsuspected form. 

Some months ago a strange disease appeared in Southampton, where it attacked dogs. 
Since then the disease, which appears to be highly specific in its nature, has been slowly 
spreading to other parts of the country. 

The disease seems to have been brought on ships by rats and communicated to dogs. 
It is highly infectious and fatal. It is now in London, and many deaths of dogs have 
occurred from it, though not diagnosed as the bubonic plague. 

[Exhibit B— Medical Press and Circular, February 7, 1900.] 

Is the plague in England? 

It has been suggested by a correspondent of The Medical Press and Circular that the 
plague may be really in our midst in an unsuspected form. While the facts on which 
this surmise id founded are as yet too scanty to warrant any definite conclusion, they 
are, nevertheless, sufficient to demand scientific investigation. Briefly, some six or eight 
months ago there appeared at Southampton a disease which attacked dogs, and proved 
so fatal and infectious that in a short space of time the town was practically cleared of 
its canine population. Since then the disease, which appears to be of a highly specific 
nature, has spread slowly but surely over many parts of the United Kingdom. Deaths 
from this epidemic are occurring at the present time in London, and veterinary surgeons 
are now everywhere alert as to its occurrence. The points suggestive of plague are the 
invasion of a seaport town, where dogs might easily become infected through ship rats, 
and the fatal nature and the high degree of infectiousness of the malady. On the other 
hand, it is hardly likely that if plague had really attacked so widely domesticated an 
animal, that the contagion would not quickly have been communicated to man. On 
the whole, the theory of plague, although ingenious and even remotely possible, can not 
be regarded as probable. At the same time it would be of great interest to learn from 
the veterinary profession what are the facts about this canine zymotic, and whether any 
scientific investigation has been made as to the nature, both chemically and bacterio- 
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logically. There can be no doubt that the communicable diseases of the lower animals 
have an enormous influence upon the present prevalence and the future prevention of 
preventable diseases. 

Inquiry concerning mortality among dogs and rats in Liverpool. 

Liverpool, England, March 1, 1900. 
Sir : In reply to Bureau letter (E. M. W.) of the 10th ultimo mak- 
ing inquiry as to the presence of any special disease among rats or 
dogs in Liverpool or any other part of Great Britain, I have the honor 
to state that I can obtain no evidence of any unusual mortality among 
rats or dogs in Liverpool or its suburbs. 

Eespectfully, H. S. Mathewson, 

Assistant Burgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Liverpool. 

Liverpool, England, March 5, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report concerning the 
transactions of the Service at the port of Liverpool, England, during 
the week ended March 3, 1900 : The health of Liverpool remains good, 
no quarantinable disease being reported for the week ended March 2, 
1900. Seventeen vessels cleared during the week for United States 
ports. Of these, 3 were not inspected. Three hundred and thirty-three 
emigrants were inspected and passed. Two families consisting of 7 
persons were detained, owing to a case of chicken pox occurring in 1 of 
the children. This action was taken by the port sanitary authority for 
the protection of the children of other steerage passengers, and at my 
request, since our regulations do not provide for the detention of cases 
of chicken pox. 

In regard to freight, the situation at this port remains unchanged. 

I have the honor further to refer for the information of the Bureau to 
certain complaints made to me by cattlemen employed upon vessels 
plying between this port and ports in the United States. Complaint is 
made that upon many trips more cattlemen are shipped than the space 
certified for their accommodation will accommodate. The extra men 
are obliged to sleep in the alleyways or in the cargo spaces. This has 
been remedied here for the return trips by filling in on the bill of health 
and by inspecting and passing only that number which the particular 
vessel is certified to accommodate. * * * This matter has been 
brought to the attention of the Bureau in the hope that some action 
may be taken at Baltimore to compel the Johnstown Line to provide 
proper accommodations for cattlemen shipped at that port. 

Eespectfully, H. S. Mathewson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Southampton. 

Southampton, England, March 5, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the following vessels were 

inspected and passed at this port during the week ended March 3, 1900 : 

Thursday, March 1, steamship Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse, of the North 

German Lloyd Line, bound for New York with passengers and cargo. 



